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Study of Mortuary Affairs for National Defense Operations -
Taking the Handling of Burials Affected by COVID-19 in

Northern Taiwan (June - July 1, 2022) for Example.

Tsung-Lung Tsou! Chia Rong Chen?

National Defense University Army Command and Staff College

Abstract

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic in the past year (2022), the number of deaths has risen
to over 14,000. This research examines the procedures for handling a large number of remains
in northern Taiwan during this period and discusses the process of significant casualties
suffered by the Army, material resources and national funeral policies after mobilization as
references for supply units and combat troops at brigade-level. The rapid spread of the
domestic epidemic has overwhelmed medical capacity and led to a large number of illnesses
and deaths within a short period of time, posing challenges to the existing epidemic
management and funeral procedures in our country. The treatment and parameters required for
managing the large number of casualties in northern Taiwan can be compared to those
encountered in times of war. They provide valuable insights for the operations of the R.O.C.
Army's military mortuary affairs. Currently, military mortuary affairs operations primarily
involve temporary burials. While civilian resources can be mobilized during wartime,
differences in military and civilian funeral policies and operations hinder effective
preparations that align with the actual needs, thereby diminishing national defense
mobilization and effectiveness. The research suggests that the Army's current funeral policy
should be synchronized with the national policy, and relevant units should comply with the
laws and regulations concerning manpower and material resources. By doing so, the country
can enhance its funeral preparations and effectively respond to the demands of the situation.
Keywords: COVID-19 Pandemic, Military Mortuary Affairs Operations, National Defense

Mobilization.
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