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An Analysis of the Army's Joint Firepower Employment: A Case
Study in Asymmetric Warfare

Wang-Rong Lin » Wei-Rong Lin

National Defense University Army Command and Staff College

Abstract
As warfare evolves, asymmetric warfare has become an effective means for weaker forces to
confront stronger enemies. This paper explores the application of joint firepower in the army’s
asymmetric operations, emphasizing the enhancement of defensive combat effectiveness
through precision weapons, technological innovations such as drones, electronic warfare, and
long-range precision strike systems to ensure national territorial security.
The article integrates strategic thoughts from The Art of War by Sun Tzu, proposing core

29 ¢

concepts such as “avoiding the strong and attacking the weak,” “anticipating the enemy to
secure victory,” and “knowing both the enemy and oneself.” It highlights the use of flexible
tactics and asymmetric advantages by employing surprise attacks, intelligence mastery, and
mobile firepower to deliver lethal strikes against enemy forces.

Asymmetric warfare relies on terrain, strategic deception, and battlefield situational
awareness to counter the opponent’s superior firepower. American scholar Steven Metz points
out that asymmetric warfare can be divided into “low-intensity” and “high-intensity” phases;
the former depends on guerrilla and maneuver tactics, while the latter relies on precision
strikes and high-tech weaponry. For example, in the Russia-Ukraine war, Ukrainian forces
successfully degraded Russian advantages through the use of high-precision rocket artillery,
drone reconnaissance, and electronic warfare systems.

This study further examines how the army employs joint firepower to enhance tactical
flexibility and lethality in asymmetric warfare, focusing on four key functions: precision
strikes on high-value enemy targets, reducing exposure risks to friendly forces, paralyzing
enemy command and control, and improving mobile strike and counterattack capabilities.
Finally, the army should strengthen autonomous sensing and strike capabilities and develop
multi-layered fire coordination mechanisms to maximize combat power in asymmetric
operations, thereby ensuring national security.

Keywords:asymmetric warfare,Russia-Ukraine war,precision firepower strike, multifunctional
drones



