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The Strategic Implications of the Joint Maritime Military
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Abstract
In the great power competition of the 21st century, the Indian Ocean has transformed from

a secondary strategic space into a core geopolitical hub connecting Eurasia and Africa. After
China, Russia and South Africa conducted the "MOSI" series of joint maritime military
exercises in the Indian Ocean and the waters surrounding South Africa in 2019, 2023 and 2025,
the security dynamics and political symbolism of this sea area have received more attention. [1]
This paper systematically explores the timing, location, scale and subject design of the exercises,
and further analyzes the strategic goals pursued by the three countries under this framework
and their impact on the security of the Indian Ocean region, BRICS security cooperation and
the transformation of the international order. The study found that the MOSI exercises are
mainly low-conflict and non-traditional security subjects at the tactical level, but have high
political and symbolic implications at the strategic level, reflecting the institutionalization of
China's blue-water navy, Russia's diplomatic operations to break the isolation of the West, and
South Africa's key role in the "Global South" and the balance of great powers. This article
argues that the MOSI exercise has become an important tool for non-Western countries to
promote a multipolar international order and "institutionalized strategic practice" in the security
field. The "non-alliance-based security cooperation" it represents is gradually changing the
power structure in the Indian Ocean and has a profound impact on the security situation in
Taiwan and the Indo-Pacific region.

Key words : Indian Ocean strategy, MOSI exercise, BRICS, Global South, non-alliance-based

security cooperation



