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The Thought and the Content of ‘Fang Zheng’ in Shishuo Xinyu

Hwang Chieh- Li
Center for General Education in R.O.C Military Academy

Abstract

The Wei and Jin Dynasties were the darkest and most painful times in Chinese history, but
they also marked an era of awakening human nature. Liu Y1 Qing who compiled Shishuo Xinyu
vividly demonstrated the literati’s style, words and behavior. Other than presenting the literati’s
wilful, sincere and bohemian styles, the book also included some chapters which reflected
Confucianism, such as De Xing, Fang Zheng, Ya Liang, Gui Zhen, etc. Among these chapters,
Feng Zheng is controversial in academia because some of the text doesn’t correspond to the
definition of Fang Zheng in Confucianism, which causes the inconsistency between the
definition of Fang Zheng and some examples. Therefore, scholars attempt to interpret the
chapter from different perspectives such as: supplementing new categories into the chapter, or
exploring the perspective from how Liu Yi Qing compiled the book to have a better
understanding. In the era, it had a certain political system, time background, and new thoughts,
so when we probe into the chapter from the perspective of society, the culture, and Xuanxue,
these inconsistent examples are able to be given a more reasonable interpretation. As a result,
the author not only explores the influence of culture and the time background on these literati,
but also points out how Xuanxue alters the relationship between kings and ministers in order to
deepen thought about the content in the chapter.

Keywords: Shishuo Xinyu, Xuanxue in the Wei and Jin dynasties, Fang Zheng,

Confucianism, The relationship between kings and ministers



