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Teleological and Deontological Moral Reasoning

Tai Wu. Han
Department of Political Sciences, R.O.C. Military Academy

ABSTRACT
As two central paradigms in ethics, teleology and deontology have long shaped the

fundamental framework of moral judgment. Teleological ethics emphasizes the value of
outcomes, holding that moral evaluation should be based on whether actions promote overall
happiness, utility, or the realization of the good. Deontological ethics, by contrast, maintains
that moral duties and norms possess intrinsic value and that the rightness of an action must be
upheld even when its consequences are unfavorable. This paper first examines the utilitarian
teleology of Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, alongside Kant’s categorical imperative as
the core of deontological ethics. It then draws on John Rawls’s perspective to analyze the
divergences and complementarities of these two approaches in moral reasoning, particularly
regarding the protection of rights, social justice, and the formulation of public policy. Finally,
the paper argues that contemporary ethics tends to seek a balance between outcome-based
considerations and deontological principles, attempting to develop an integrated model that
accommodates both results and norms in response to the moral challenges posed by
globalization, plural values, and complex social contexts.

Keywords: Teleology, Deontology, Moral Philosophy, Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics



