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The Art of War Section 5: Force-
Text Interpretation and Combat Example Citations

Fuh-Lin Lih Ching-Piao Kang Wen-Chieh Chang

Center for General Education, R.O.C. Military Academy, Taiwan

Abstract

"Force" is section 5 of "The Art of War" by Sun Tzu. It is connected to "Military
Formation" and "Weaknesses and Strengths" at the bottom. It serves as a link between the past
and the future. These three articles can be connected to form a system. In terms of logic, "force"
comes from "formation", "formation" is static, and "force" is dynamic. From stillness to
movement, this sequence is also very natural. "Form" means my perfect deployment that the
enemy cannot defeat me, and "position" means my attack actions that will surely defeat the
enemy. If the posture of the army is calm and unchanged, it will not be able to exert any decisive
force. Therefore, "formation" and "force" are actually two sides of the same body, one is still
and the other is moving, and movement is contained in stillness. The use of "formation" and
"force" is actually the basis of combat. If you can make good use of "situation", you will be
able to exert your maximum strength. This is also the way for the national army to win when
facing an imaginary enemy that is several times our size. The author of this article has taught
"The Art of War" and "History of War" courses at the Military Academy for many years. We
hope to explore examples of ancient military books being applied to the battlefield through
interactive demonstrations of the original text of the Art of War, annotations from various
schools, analysis of arguments, and combat examples. Only through the process of reciting the
principles from the heart when reading The Art of War can one gain it from the heart and become
internalized knowledge, which can then be flexibly used in modern warfare.

Key words: The Art of War, Section 5: Force, History of War, Battle of Maling, Siege of
Baideng
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