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The Exploration and Application of Integrating Festival and Food
Culture to Mandarin Teaching: A Case Study of Mandarin
Courses in R.O.C. Military Academy

Ju Li Ku!, Tina Pingting Tsai>

ICenter for General Education, R.O.C. Military Academy

2Center for General Education, R.0.C Military Academy

In recent years, learning Mandarin has become a popular activity around the world. More
than 70 countries have included Mandarin in their formal school curricula. Based on the need
of the R.O.C. Military Academy for providing the international students of diplomatic countries
with the Mandarin training by offering Advanced Placement (AP) courses and the desire of
applying the action learning to improve the effectiveness of Mandarin learning, this study
proposes an action learning-applied Mandarin AP course design that incorporates the festival
and food cultural elements in the courses. The design is then applied to an AP course in the
R.O.C. Military Academy where the festival and food in Taiwan are set as the course theme.
Through field trips and activity participations, international students taking the course can get
involved in the application of Mandarin usage about the festival and food in Taiwan and the
communication and interaction during their learning process. Therefore, these students can
experience the cultural essence of the festival and food in Taiwan and hence improve their
Mandarin usage and communication skills. After three times of practical teaching, the results
of students' action learning effect test have shown that the course design can indeed improve
the students' learning effects. In addition, the results of the student satisfaction questionnaire
have also shown that they are quite satisfied about the action learning activities in this study,
and are also willing to participate again in the similar action learning course activities in the
future.

Key words : Mandarin Teaching, Course Design, Action Learning, Festival and Food Culture,
Mandarin AP Courses in the R.O.C Military Academy



